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School Education System

Japanese School System Chart

P Compulsory Education -~
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Education Elementary Education Secondary Education Higher Education
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) Lower Upper
Kindergarten Elementary Department Secondary | Secondary
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Colleges of Technology |== Advanced Courses
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Lower Correspondence
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(1) Pre-School Education
Before starting elementary school, children aged 3 and up can receive education in kindergartens.
(2) Compulsory Education

Compulsory education is provided for children aged 6 to 15 — a total of nine years at elementary schools, lower
secondary schools, compulsory education schools and special education schools.



®

@

)

@

®

@

X

IW
A~

Hyp oL

&

L9

R' r\—
mbf

1)
A [ZDUNT

DT

LEoHoZ9 EY -1 129 5 53< DA IMoZH L/)%;v
NI 6@%ﬁ%f_ﬁyff)}@4ﬁb) )\ﬁéﬁ“é’kﬁﬁf‘% EF’%%& ﬁ%xj‘i@“ /J\%Bc%: %
by IR-Z 5 Frong 5 LEdB->Z98K $ 5o
THE, R /\5 Lavex, 3EMOH H 2% TES, W e /J\%&&UEP%B& SRS
ER AN LoD xd ELE) S0 FEINCEL BABAE LIS /mb;) R ExD
BrEe T t)x%:xj“%% EBAH KOE F'ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ STEY, % SEF"?@%I = ’a‘:xj‘i? EJieN
L& 9 A0 )7%@91,&:5%;51/) &<Lm>x\oéw¢5 tob $ I NS ) L RDOL 2 AR 5
i3 %@%5%2:%0)71 Sl e e S 7 S S AT %énfwé /J\ EP%&’?%ElJiTE%&i)%D
Lan)&nuen L& 9 A0n U;%%‘;b B ER B
FI, 2T BE-A-ADOFE F At I DY k=2.0) Aﬂﬁ\iﬁ%ﬁ ﬁ73> ﬁ Ebzhfb\iff
Z59oLEd HbwINoZ kL k<«/>l,4/7)o:2 L,tﬁ\])ii:&i ‘t)v;:M‘i' LoErovxrs £Lrd
NV NEE 3 30T VIS D YN S oY S S i T e
ZHE5x I
A %ﬂa)b\f
ZHE5E LIV JAV/IXS 7o b ETENHL B 5 HABATE Frong }5:1;)%/3%
W E L, Tl LT LA S 4T Ebz}/L’Cl/\iTo TG, EECHEMINRE B & 1T SHT,
DHLEH VS Lo &L 5RAFA FOV.VR V-3 U2V 9 IHES&F SN BIMR X A fiu\nxb\i Fevy)

i Ko s S AR KB 0 M, S bICEE A B T M LTk (24
@wb5$)ﬁ&@i¢

Fh Le<Eroe ) Ookd 059 Ed nHEY HbARSZH

e, T T ¥ BIC L EAE h a ST A L CH R (LIc2 ) b0 £

é“,tobjé&b\rk_.z
B N&
EronmTl Y 9 b i
AR (ﬁ)ﬂF17A)
7>i°:2 4‘7)7) <Llx NG 7L L )i)@;v <D o:")
FRTEDLH 72T E’E%éﬂb ﬁﬂ%’f%ﬁ)ﬁfﬁm“é B J:ofméb%zhﬂ\i*ﬁ RFRRO
ErondpTn ELwh <%;) =) Nﬁtﬂ\
B AET, TNEEHEL LT, FHABENOHRKSITOET,
ML HIT LI
% B BRI ONT
L;")ﬁ E < I Lehn i[/‘_“)") U A AR e t/w>< ﬂ N IZHEL pTY [AVARY &’J§< BN BNILINDLD L~
/N R TIR l;%%\ e, R BN TR, FR MEAE FE KF. B, SNERE SNEREE B, R
PoEIBL 2H5IT5TE HLwd L N Ly )
& U 72 5 B ORI HOWT 5 3 LE T,

fw")’f_fi::i 2T Lahwn 1m< VBN :Fj:/niﬁ< UL?’/) Rr/u/wii %Luf? ,fz_sb ‘ib:<::‘ &vé L ROpOYIBL ’(cﬁ:/zf%
AR CIR [ERE. fRA, B RN TR, IR, f%ﬁ%ﬁ& AL Bl - FpE, SHERE, B, FRREE L D% A

7 B L) BT FaEL g £72

$H L
727 H ORI OWT 5 B LET, SMNERRIRAIE LT f %?Oi%
LEd BwdIRosZd D5FPILEIELILD X LpRo&Ew)d &o% £9 BwIidoIH L<XOLAANST I:g(\;") /3%:;2
71N EP%'?& i AR S R o %éh’cu\éd\ qﬂ?ﬁ&%ﬁﬂﬁh—%i’ﬁ LR ETEE
ZiEA T
HAGEIC Dﬁzbh?i‘f
g;ié ZOUWNT
MB<Lw)y L&D ExomLr Lk bydBoss  LX oL XApozs L;mu»r; t,ww)i D&v&b I LABni
FE Jﬁﬂ%@“é E PRV SN RS YN < ORI LT, BRI
LLLD [OR/R O] XwH Lk
ALY RO Iz‘) Ev??ﬂ,a — A—ANIZHE 5 ShET,
BoZHBL <> IHEHR L; LS ELAROL X AN D
1, B B ORI S T, S 5 SEA, (2L, BRSHES Ko
ZHEHR LEIATAEEINLDADY :’)(:@)UJ:") &/m«il,; 5
BN, BB 2 ﬁ%ﬁzﬂb i %ﬁf‘ﬁﬁﬁbbﬁ f‘ohiﬂ“ )
EroMLEruAn ERAN i< ZHTw )
if_\ %&Ti\ BB ELSNT Mﬁﬂb Za Wba%éé fcﬁ}:%{fﬁﬁﬂ“é EMBHY ENDIZONTL, BE A
5 LiEs
B DTSR EHA,

LAiZwd LA
i - BEEITONT
IZizA E xyx )L < & hh & o Funy 2 IR ~ATd IS MN<RA LAl Lri&Ewisin P,
EIZIST EEHE @E@F’a IO #R OREFZR< . A5 (R A 52) LIZSHEDNDIEK, I D =
52 5L Crd 29 LetiEsLidA B

E D p PR 9 » o))
<‘: /uTb\%iﬁ‘o BEH BT B, BEERICEST AR, B I B R R 5 T LT

ij—o
B ZAL &

j:%éﬁﬁ _Ol/\“C
JnEnWTED IS Lxrd bwinoId Ly Ha<  ZARA  LHEEIZAE LI ANN by BLEHIVA
ﬁ‘a‘:/ﬁé’] NE/ARVADI/ N EP%TQ’\@E'J: %7%%&}:”18% = E%ﬁﬂ‘omu&b%mt /n\ 5 M
z BoZHEwHLrlD VOokH  ZA

29 H )
ﬁ A%?Tﬁfnﬁ%%’“ Jé%fﬁﬁﬂbﬂ%“}f‘oﬂiﬁ‘
EDTAE LIV DDANY

U< BEZVOTIH 5 5 ZEAITHBE A< E S0,



®3)

@

)

@

®

@)

®)

Elementary and Secondary Education

Children enter elementary school in the April following their 6% birthday and study there for six years. After
graduating from elementary school, students enter junior high school for another three years of compulsory education.
After junior high school, students who thus have completed their compulsory education may enter senior high school,
where they normally study for three years. There are two types of schools: one that provides regular education, and
the other that provides vocational education. In addition, there are elementary schools, junior high schools and
special education schools with classes and resource rooms for students with disabilities. In these classes, education is
individualized according to the state of disability of each student. Tuition is free in public elementary schools, junior
high schools and special education schools.

Higher Education

Higher education is provided mainly in universities and junior colleges. These institutions offer high level,
specialized education. Usually education in university lasts for four years, while in junior college lasts for two years.
Graduate schools provide a much higher level of education, and students usually study for two to five years. There
are also colleges of technology which are designed to train students in vocational skills necessary for specific
occupations where students generally study for two years.

Educational Content

Curriculum

The subjects students study in school are prescribed in the Guidelines of Study compiled by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Based on the guidelines, each school makes its own curriculum
concerning each subject and others.

School Subjects

In elementary school, children learn Japanese, social studies, math, science, life studies, music, art, domestic
science, PE., moral education, foreign language, activities in foreign language, special activities and comprehensive
studies.

In junior high school, students learn Japanese, social studies, mathematics, science, music, art, health and
physical education, technical arts, domestic science, foreign language (usually English), moral education, special
activities, and comprehensive studies.

The language used in elementary schools, junior high schools and special education schools including schools
which have resource rooms is normally Japanese.

Textbooks

At the beginning of the school year, textbooks used in elementary schools, junior high schools and special
education schools are distributed free of charge.

However, textbooks are not free for senior high school students and students of special education schools. (Note:
students of special education schools can receive 100-percent subsidies from prefectural boards of education.)

In addition to textbooks, some schools may use reference materials, which are not provided free of charge.

Going onto Higher Levels of Education
In Japan, there is no system for skipping grades during the compulsory education period. Therefore, a student
advances to the next grade level in order from the first grade, or the grade the student was first admitted to. After the
completion of compulsory education, students are normally required to pass an entrance examination, if they wish to
advance to a senior high school.

Financial Assistance
In the case where you find it difficult to send your child to school for financial reasons, you can receive financial
assistance for school supplies, school meals and so on, if your reason is accepted by your local Board of Education.
For further information, please contact your local Board of Education.
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3. ADay at School

The number of classes students have and the time students leave school each day vary according to the day of the
week and the grade. In the first grade, there are approximately five classes a day, and in the 6t grade, approximately six
classes a day (generally, one class lasts 45 minutes in elementary school, and 50 minutes in junior high school). There are
no classes on Saturdays and Sundays.

(1) School Meals
In most cases, school meals are provided both in elementary and junior high schools as part of the educational
activities of the school. Students set and clean the table by themselves. School meals are designed in such a way that
students learn the proper way of eating and good human relations by enjoying a well-balanced diet together in order
to lead a healthy life.
Parents pay for foodstuffs, which are around 3,500 yen to 4,000 yen per month, depending on areas and grades.
Some junior high schools may not provide school meals.

(2 Cleaning Hour
In Japanese schools, students share responsibilities for cleaning classrooms, school grounds and so on.

(3) Club Activities
Students may participate in physical or cultural activities after school. Junior high school students of some schools
participate in club activities on Saturdays and/or Sundays.

4. AYear at School (There are two types of schools, three academic terms a year and two terms a year)

(1) Opening Ceremony
This is the commencement ceremony for the new school term.

(2) Entrance Ceremony
This is a ceremony to welcome the 15t grade students.

(3) Body Measurement & Health Checkup
The height, weight and sitting height of students are measured to check their physical development. A school
doctor checks the state of their health.

(4)  School Trip
Usually in the higher-grade levels, students in the same grade go on a trip for a few days.

(5) Study Outside of School
This is a field trip, either on foot or by bus, where students learn something they cannot experience in the
classroom, by making themselves familiar with nature, history and culture.

(6) Parental Visitation of a School and Observation of Child's Classes & Parents’ Meetings
These are opportunities for parents to observe classes so that they can get to know how their children are doing in
school, and to exchange opinions and information with their children’s classroom teacher(s).

(7) Closing Ceremony
This is a ceremony that marks the end of the term.

(8 Summer Holiday
Children take a long holiday of 30 to 40 days during July and August. Most schools give students subjects for
summer holiday. Some schools give students supplementary lessons and/or club activities.

(9) Emergency Drill/Emergency Drill to Child Pickup
These are drills, in the case of a fire or an earthquake, to take shelter in a safe place, or for a parent to pick up a
child.
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(10) Sports Day
This is an enjoyable event, where students participate in a short-distance race, a relay race, a ball-throwing game,
dancing and so on, and cheer for their friends. In some schools, there are events students’ families can participate in.

(11) Music/Drama Appreciation
This opportunity is designed to enrich students’ minds through appreciating fine music/drama.

(12) Student Musical/Theatrical Performance Festival & Cultural Festival
During these festivals, drawings and handicrafts, objects students made in technical and domestic science classes,
study reports about things students learned in social studies and science classes are on display. Some students play
musical instruments or sing in chorus, while others appreciate their performance.

(13) Winter Holiday
Students take a relatively short holiday, from December, the end of the year to January, the beginning of the
following year.

(14) Graduation Ceremony
This is a ceremony to celebrate students’ graduation from school.

(15) End of the year Ceremony
This is a ceremony to mark the end of the last term, as well as the end of a school year.

(16) Spring Holiday
The spring holiday begins right after the closing ceremony in March. After the spring holiday ends, students move
up to the next grade; they will study in a higher grade from April on.

(17) National Holidays
On national holidays, Japanese people celebrate, appreciate and commemorate special events. Schools are closed
on national holidays.

New Year’s Day (January 1) Day to celebrate the beginning of the new year

Coming-of-Age Day Day to acknowledge the entry into adulthood of those who have turned 20,
(2rd Monday of February) and to encourage them as they strive to live their lives

National Foundation Day Day to remember the national foundation and to foster a patriotic spirit to
(February 11) Japan

Vernal Equinox Day ( March ) Day to praise nature and to love living creatures

Day to recall Showa Era in which Japan’s postwar rehabilitation was

Showa Day (April 29) achieved through hardships, and to think about the future of Japan

Day to commemorate the enforcement of the Japanese Constitution, and to

Constitution Day (May 3) express our hopes for the national growth

Day to become familiar with nature, to appreciate its benefits, and to enrich

Greenery Day (May 4) our minds.

Children’s Day (May 5 ) Day to appreciate chﬂdreps personalities and to wish for their happiness, as
well as to show appreciation for mothers

Day to appreciate marine benefits, and to wish for the prosperity of Japan,

; rd
Marine Day ( 3 Monday of July ) an Ocean-bound country

Mountain Day (August 11) Day to become familiar with mountain, to appreciate its benefits.

Respect-forthe-Aged Day ( 3 Monday | Day to respect elderly people who have contributed to our society for many
of September ) years, and to celebrate their longevity

Autumnal Equinox Day ( September) | Day to respect one’s ancestors, and to remember the dead

Health and Sports Day ( 224 Monday of

October ) Day to get involved in sports to become sound in mind and body
Culture Day ( November 3 ) Day to love freedom and peace, and to promote culture
gg 1))or-Thanks Giving Day ( November Day to appreciate each one’s labor and to celebrate productivity

Emperor’s Birthday —(December 23) | Day to celebrate the Emperor’s birthday
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5. Educational Guidance

Japanese schools provide opportunities for educational guidance, where children and teachers or parents and teachers
can consult about problems in school life, such as bullying, truancy, and can ask teachers for career guidance. You may
ask someone to interpret for you, if necessary.

Opportunities for educational guidance are as follows:

(1) Home Visit
The classroom teacher visits students’ home to discuss the student’s life in school and at home. This is not done in
all schools.

(2) Parents’ Meeting (Meeting between Parents and Classroom Teachers)
Parents go to school to listen to the principal, and/or talk with the classroom teacher. Topics often refer to issues
common to all the students as a whole, rather than personal ones.

(3) Personal Interviews (Parent-Teacher Conferences)
This refers to consultation which takes place between the classroom teacher and the student or the parent (it is
held sometimes among three people: the classroom teacher, the student and the parent).
This is a very good opportunity for the student or the parent to consult the classroom teacher about personal
problems. The date is arranged and advised by the classroom teacher in advance. If necessary, some schools may
arrange the consultation at the parent’s convenience or find an interpreter for the parent.



