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School Education System

Japanese School System Chart

Compulsory Education

»
>

A

Pre-school . . I .
Education Elementary Education Secondary Education Higher Education
Advanced Courses
Kinderaarten Lower Upper Schools for the blind/ Schools for the
De ar?ment Elementary Department Secondary Secondary | deaf/ Schools for children with
P Department | Department | intellectual disabilities, physical
disabilities and health impairments
Colleges of Technology |= Advanced Courses
Miscellaneous Schools
Specialized Training
College General Courses
— Specialized Training College
Upper Secondly Courses
_Parttime = Advanced Courses
Lower | Corespondence |
Sgccrnlnd?ry Advanced Courses
choois Specialized Training ’
Upper College Specialized
Kindergartens Elementary Schools Sgc?]nd?ry j,rsi
chools
Parttime | Universities
Correspondence
_______________ Graduate
Secondary Schools Schools
(Lower Div.) | (Upper Div.) L Advanced
____________________ Courses
Correspondence
Courses
School
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91011 |12|13|14|15|16]| 17| 18 Year

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Age

(1) Pre-School Education
Before starting elementary school, children aged 3 and up can receive education in kindergartens.

(2) Compulsory Education
Compulsory education at elementary and lower secondary schools is provided for children aged 6 to 15 — a total of
nine years. It is also provided in elementary and lower secondary departments of special schools for the blind, the
deaf, and children with intellectual disabilities, physical disabilities and health impairments.
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Elementary and Secondary Education

Children enter elementary school in the April following their 6% birthday and study there for six years. After
graduating from elementary school, students enter junior high school for another three years of compulsory education.
After junior high school, students who thus have completed their compulsory education may enter senior high school,
where they normally study for three years. There are two types of schools: one that provides regular education, and
the other that provides vocational education. In addition, there are elementary and junior high schools with classes
and resource rooms for students with disabilities, schools for the blind, the deaf and children with physical disabilities
and health impairments. In these classes, education is individualized according to the state of disability of each
student. Tuition is free in public elementary and junior high schools, as well as in the elementary and the lower
secondary departments of schools for the blind, the deaf and the physically or the mentally challenged.

Higher Education

Higher education is provided mainly in universities and junior colleges. These institutions offer high level,
specialized education. Usually education in university lasts for four years, while in junior college lasts for two years.
Graduate schools provide a much higher level of education, and students usually study for two to five years. There
are also colleges of technology which are designed to train students in vocational skills necessary for specific
occupations where students generally study for two years.

Educational Content

Curriculum

The subjects students study in school are prescribed in the Guidelines of Study compiled by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Based on the guidelines, each school makes its own curriculum
concerning each subject, moral education, special activities, comprehensive studies, and others.

School Subjects

The academic subjects taught in elementary school are, Japanese, social studies, math, science, life studies, music,
art, domestic science, and P.E. Other subjects such as moral education, special activities and comprehensive studies
are also offered.

In junior high school, the subjects are as follows: Japanese, social studies, mathematics, science, music, art, health
and physical education, technical arts, domestic science, foreign language (usually English), moral education, special
activities, and comprehensive studies.

The language used in elementary schools and junior high schools, including schools which have resource rooms,
and schools for the blind, the deaf and children with disabilities, is normally Japanese.

Textbooks

At the beginning of the school year, textbooks used in elementary and junior high schools, elementary and lower
secondary department of schools for the blind, the deaf and children with disabilities, are distributed free of charge.

However, textbooks are not free for senior high school students and students of upper secondary department of
special schools for the blind, the deaf and children with disabilities. ( Note: students of upper secondary department of
schools for the blind, the deaf and children with disabilities can receive 100-percent subsidies from prefectural boards
of education.)

In addition to textbooks, some schools may use reference materials, which are not provided free of charge.

Going onto Higher Levels of Education
In Japan, there is no system for skipping grades during the compulsory education period. Therefore, a student
advances to the next grade level in order from the first grade, or the grade the student was first admitted to. After
the completion of compulsory education, students are normally required to pass an entrance examination, if they
wish to advance to a senior high school.

Financial Assistance
In the case where you find it difficult to send your child to school for financial reasons, you can receive financial
assistance for school supplies, school meals and so on, if your reason is accepted by your local Board of Education.
For further information, please contact your local Board of Education.
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A Day at School

The number of classes students have and the time students leave school each day vary according to the day of the week
and the grade. In the 6t grade, there are approximately five to six classes a day ( generally, one class lasts 45 minutes in
elementary school, and 50 minutes in junior high school). There are no classes on Saturdays and Sundays.
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School Meals
In most cases, school meals are provided both in elementary and junior high schools as part of the educational
activities of the school. Students set and clean the table by themselves. School meals are designed in such a way
that students learn the proper way of eating and good human relations by enjoying a well-balanced diet together in
order to lead a healthy life.
Parents pay for foodstuffs, which are around 3,500 yen to 4,000 yen per month, depending on areas and grades.
Some junior high schools may not provide school meals.

Cleaning Hour
In Japanese schools, students share responsibilities for cleaning classrooms, school grounds and so on.

Club Activities
Students may participate in physical or cultural activities after school.

A Year at School

Opening Ceremony
This is the commencement ceremony for the new school term.

Entrance Ceremony
This is a ceremony to welcome the 1st grade students.

Body Measurement & Health Checkup
The height, weight and sitting height of students are measured in order to check their physial development. A
school doctor checks the state of their health.

School Trip
Usually in the higher grade levels, students in the same grade go on a trip for a few days.

Field Trip
This is a field trip, either on foot or by bus, where students learn something they cannot experience in the
classroom, by making themselves familiar with nature, history and culture.

Class Observation & Parents’ Meetings
These are opportunities for parents to observe classes so that they can get to know how their children are doing in
school, and to exchange opinions and information with their children’s classroom teacher(s).

Closing Ceremony
This is a ceremony that marks the end of the term.

Summer Holiday
This is a long holiday of 30 to 40 days. Students may be able to participate in club activities, or special study
Sessions.

Emergency Drill/Emergency Drill to Child Pickup
These are drills, in the case of a fire or an earthquake, to take shelter in a safe place, or for a parent to pick up a
child.
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(10) Sports Day
This is an enjoyable event, where students participate in a short-distance race, a relay race, a ball-throwing game,
dancing and so on, and cheer for their classmates. In some schools, there are events students’ families can
participate in.

(11) Music/Drama Appreciation
This opportunity is designed to enrich students’ minds through appreciating fine music/drama.

(12) Student Musical/Theatrical Performance Festival & Cultural Festival
During these festivals, drawings and handicrafts, objects students made in technical and domestic science classes,
study reports about things students learned in social studies and science classes are on display. Some students play
musical instruments or sing in chorus, while others appreciate their performance.

(13) Winter Holiday
This is a relatively short holiday, from the end of the year to the beginning of the following year.

(14) Graduation Ceremony
This is a ceremony to celebrate students graduation from school.

(15) End of the year Ceremony
This is a ceremony to mark the end of the last term, as well as the end of a school year.

(16) Spring Holiday
The spring holiday begins right after the closing ceremony. After the spring holiday ends, students move up to the
next grade; they will study in a higher grade from April on.

(17) National Holidays
On national holidays, Japanese people celebrate, appreciate and commemorate special events. Schools are closed
on national holidays.

New Year's Day ( January 1) Day to celebrate the beginning of the new year

Coming-of-Age Day Day to acknowledge the entry into adulthood of those who have turned 20,
(2rd Monday of February) and to encourage them as they strive to live their lives

National Foundation Day Day to remember the national foundation and to foster a patriotic spirit to
( February 11) Japan

Vernal Equinox Day (March)

Day to praise nature and to love living creatures

Green Day (April 29)

from 2007, Day of Showa

Day to become familiar with nature, to appreciate its benefits, and to enrich
our minds.

Day to recall Showa Era in which Japan's postwar rehabilitation was
achieved through hardships, and to think about the future of Japan

Constitution Day (May 3)

Day to commemorate the enforcement of the Japanese Constitution, and to
express our hopes for the national growth

Holiday (May 4)
from 2007, Green Day

This holiday is a link between two national holidays.

Children's Day (May 5)

Day to appreciate children’s personalities and to wish for their happiness, as
well as to show appreciation for mothers

Marine Day ( 3 Monday of Day to appreciate marine benefits, and to wish for the prosperity of Japan, an
July) Ocean-bound country

Respect-for-the-Aged Day (3@ | Day to respect elderly people who have contributed to our society for many
Monday of September ) years, and to celebrate their longevity

Autumnal Equinox Day Day to respect one’s ancestors, and to remember the dead

( September)

Health and Sports Day ( 2 Day to get involved in sports in order to become sound in mind and body
Monday of October )

Culture Day ( November 3) Day to love freedom and peace, and to promote culture

Labor-Thanks Giving Day Day to appreciate each one’s labor and to celebrate productivity

(November 23)

Emperor’s Birthday
( December 23)

Day to celebrate the Emperor’s birthday
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Educational Guidance

Japanese schools provide opportunities for educational guidance for parents, where they can consult children’s
classroom teachers about their children, including problems in school life, such as bullying, truancy, and can ask teachers
for career guidance. You may ask someone to interpret for you, if necessary.

Opportunities for educational guidance are as follows:

(1) Home Visit
The classroom teacher visits students’ home to discuss the student’s life in school and at home. This is not done in
all schools.

(2) Parents’ Meeting
Parents go to school to listen to the principal, and/or talk with the classroom teacher. Topics often refer to issues
common to all the students as a whole, rather than personal ones.

(3) Parent-Teacher Conferences
This refers to consultation which takes place between the classroom teacher and the student or the parent (it is
held sometimes among three people: the classroom teacher, the student and the parent).
This is a very good opportunity for the student or the parent to consult the classroom teacher about personal
problems. The date is arranged in advance and is advised by the classroom teacher. If necessary, some schools
may arrange the consultation at the parent’s convenience, or find an interpreter for the parent.
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